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Reed-Cresswell House (1858) - 70 Mill Street, Elsah, Illinois 

Walter J. Cresswell, Stonemason 

By Jane Pfeifer, guest editor 

Last fall I wrote an article about Elsah buildings with a Maybeck connection. I said that I would 
cover the Cresswell House at 70 Mill Street in another issue. This article is about the Cresswell 
House and Walter J. Cresswell. It covers what is currently known of his contributions both to the 
built environment and the culture of Elsah. 

On July 12, 2013, 1 had the privilege of interviewing Walter J. Cresswell's daughter, Betty Hop- 
kins, of Alton, and her daughter, Linda Schultz, of St. Louis. They provided a wealth of informa- 
tion about Walter J. Cresswell, and about Elsah in general. Some of this information, as well as 
material obtained in another interview with Mike Barnal, may be used for future articles. 
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According to the Elsah: A Historic Guidebook 
(Fifth edition, 1986) , we have this information 
on the Cress well House: 

Reed-Cresswell House (33) Elsah's brickyard- 
was on this property, and this home was 
one of the first houses in the village, built 
before 1858. Samuel B. Reed and his heirs 
occupied the house for almost half a centu- 
ry. The front porch and a number of other 
additions to the house were made by Walter 
J. Cresswell, the father of the present owner, 
Miss Marie Cresswell. 

Background of the Cresswell family 

Walter J. Cresswell, Jr. (1893-1969), generally 
called Walter Cresswell, was the son of Walter 
J. Cresswell, Sr. (1865-1918), generally called 
Jim or James Cresswell, and his wife, Catherine 
Allen Cresswell (1865-1950). 

Cresswell, Sr. was 
a dairy farmer. He 
also rented horses 
and equipment to 
the Elsah Quarry, 
where his son later 
worked. 1 

Walter J. Cress- 
well, Jr. married 
Grace Barnal 
(1896-1974) in 
1914. They had 
four children: Bar- 
nal, Edward Leroy, 
Margaret "Marie," 
and Betty (Betty 
Cresswell Hopkins). 

Cresswell, Jr. was tall (over 6 feet) and strong, 
with large hands and blue eyes. He worked at 
the Elsah Quarry as a foreman. Linda Schultz 
said that when his job at the quarry ended he 
began working as a stonemason. It was a nat- 




Marriage photograph courtesy i 
Betty Hopkins 
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1 7 Valley Street House 

ural extension of his long experience working 
with stone. 

Walter's mother, Catherine Allen Cresswell, 
ran the Riverview House Hotel/Boarding 
House from 1918, after her husband's death, 
until her retirement in 1937/38." In 1937 her 
son began construction of the house at 17 Val- 
ley Street (Block 27, lot 9) for her. The house 
has a stone-faced foundation and a small fire- 
place. Betty Hopkins said, "it was unusual for 
an Elsah house, all the doors and cabinet doors 
opened and closed perfectly." Apparently, Wal- 
ter Cresswell thus displayed and lavished more 
craftsmanship on the house than was common 
in others of its type. The house took a year to 
build. 

A special feature of the house is the differ- 
ing sizes of the house's two bay windows. The 
kitchen bay window is smaller than the one in 
the living room, which was designed to pro- 
vide a better view from the living room of the 
street outside. 

Principia College construction 

Walter Cresswell's political affiliation was 
Republican, so he did not want to be a union 
worker. This precluded him from working for 
Dickie Construction Company (a union shop) 
as a regular employee on the original construc- 
tion of Principia College from 1931 to 1935. 




Robertson House exterior chimney stonework 



However he did work for individuals, and 
when Dickie could not find a union stonema- 
son, Walter Cresswell did various jobs on the 
college campus. 

Cresswell worked on Dr. Percival Robertson's 
Principia College campus house (called 
ExRobertson House during the 1970s). The 
family history says that Walter Cresswell 
worked on the Sample House. This is possible, 
given that the Sample House was a preliminary 
construction model. And, it was a structure 
personally overseen by Bernard Maybeck. m 
The family history says that Cresswell also 
frequently went in and out of the Maybeck and 
White office on the Chapel Green next to the 
Sample House. 

Principia College has at least two outdoor 
limestone fireplaces, the first at Hutchinson 
House and the second on the Picnic Grounds 
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fire road. At this time they are quite overgrown 
and are not easy to examine. The author would 
like to examine them to determine if there is 
evidence that they were constructed by Walter 
Cresswell. 

The most important aspect of Walter 
Cresswell's involvement in the Principia 
College construction was that he became 
well acquainted with Bernard R. Maybeck. 
According to Robert Craig, the author of 
Bernard Maybeck at Principia College, the 
Art and Craft of Building , Maybeck had great 
respect for workmen's knowledge and skills. 
Betty Cresswell Hopkins said of her family's 
contact with Maybeck: 

My mother was a good cook and Maybeck 
spent many hours at the kitchen table. 

I just remember him (Maybeck). ..a lit- 
tle gray haired man. He would just stop 
talking, he would just pick his (Walter 
Cresswell) brains. 




"Mossy Barn" by Bonnie Lee Noeninger, 2012 Elsah Photo- 



graph winner 

In addition to discussions at the kitchen table, 
Maybeck and Cresswell met in the shed/barn 
in the back yard, where there was an ample 
meeting room. Cresswell was a Mason and 
used this same structure as a place to teach the 
Masonic rites and traditions. 

These Maybeck conversations led to various 
experiments on the Cresswell house. The use 



of wood shingles on the additions to the south 
and east elevations is exemplary of Maybeck's 
suggestion to combine the look of shingles and 
brick. There is no specific documentation, but 
certainly the front door and front porch show 




Principia College, Rackham dormitory door 

an idea that may be reflected in the door of 

Principia College's Rackham dormitory. 

I asked Betty Hopkins where her dad obtained 
the granite for the front porch and yard. She 
said that it came from the Allen farm, near 
Grafton, Illinois. Betty Cresswell Hopkins's 
grandmother was an Allen. 

Granite is not native to the Elsah area and was 
not used on the campus, except for the Nation- 
al Historic Landmark stone and sign installed 
on the Chapel Green in 1993. Additionally, the 
provenance of the red granite from the Allen 
farm on the Cresswell House and property 
cannot be traced at this time. Nevertheless, it is 
tantalizing to think that maybe Maybeck con- 
sidered granite for college buildings and reject- 
ed it for some reason. 

To my view, the limestone, granite and tile 
fireplace in the yard is the most remarkable 
structure on the Cresswell House site. Its cre- 
ative design reflects the artist in Walter Cress- 
well. Did Maybeck suggest some aspects? We 
do not know. We do know that the Cresswell 
House and yard was the site of many happy 
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Cresswell outdoor fireplace 



gatherings, with singing, fun, and good food 
such as the Cresswell family always provided. 

In the Cresswell House there is a large fire- 
place with a type of heatilator. The structural 
appearance is similar to two other Cresswell 
fireplaces that we know are in the village, one 
at 10 LaSalle and one at 11 LaSalle. All three 
fireplaces are built of local limestone. Howev- 
er the 10 LaSalle fireplace, like the Cresswell 
House, also has granite in the fireplace stone- 
work. Built in the 1950s, the 11 LaSalle is only 




1 1 LaSalle living room fireplace 
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10 LaSalle fireplace 



made of limestone. The stones came from the 
buildings along the Mississippi River that were 
being demolished in preparation for the build- 
ing of the Great River Road. 

On the 1 1 LaSalle living room fireplace, Wal- 
ter Cresswell's stonemason's mark of three 
parallel lines on a slant is located on a stone in 
the upper left. He also built a brick fireplace in 
the kitchen. When the author's family moved 
into 1 1 LaSalle, Dr. Percival Robertson, the 
previous owner, told us about special treasures 
in the house — two Walter Cresswell fireplaces 
being the most important. 

Lastly there are at least four more evidences 
of Walter Cresswell's work in Elsah valley. 
One is the Barnal House, located at 140 Mill 
Street, where Walter helped his nephew, John 
Barnal, with the stonework facing on the 
foundation on the rear and part of the sides of 
the building. Mike Rhaesa, the current owner, 
finished the stonework on the sides and the 
front elevation. Rhaesa also added a limestone 
quarry- cut ledge. 
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committee of the 
church when it was built on the Selma Square. 
Cresswell laid the stonework as a gift to the 
church. Sadly, the beautiful stone sidewalk that 
surrounded the building is now gone. But the 
foundation, bay window base, the stairs facing 
Selma Square, and the steps to the modern 
accessible entrance drive remain. 

The third example of Walter Cresswell's work 
is the stone wall at the Elsah Park on Mill 
Street. While the wall has been repaired with 
smaller stones, Cresswell did the original work 
with larger stones. And the fourth example is 
the work contracted by Edward Hussey when 




Christian Science church bay window 
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he remodeled the house at 7 Valley Street/ 

On the bluffs, on the Principia College cam- 
pus, there is yet another example of Walter 
Cresswell's stonework. A portion of the cur- 
rent "Lookout" near the Chapel Green and the 




Emery Staircase 



Emery staircase are likely his work. 
Cresswell family 

While there is much to share about Walter 
Cresswell as a family man and Elsah during 
his lifetime, I will conclude with some things 
I learned from the interview and telephone 
conversations with Betty Hopkins and Linda 
Schultz. There is much more to be said; I hope 
you ask to learn more from our interviews. 

• Social class is part of small as well as 
large communities. Walter Cresswell 
was not especially impressed with such 
things. Walter Cresswell's blue eyes twin- 
kled when he was about to say something 
mischievous to his proud relatives. 

• A home garden was a resource for the 
Cresswell family. Walter tended a huge 
garden. It was beautiful and kept com- 
pletely weed-free. 

• The Cresswells' religious affiliation 
did not develop because of the presence 
of Principia College that serves Chris- 
tian Scientists. Betty Hopkins said "My 
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mother and dad were Christian Scientists 
before Principia came to Elsah." 

• The community and the college rela- 
tions were cordial. Betty Hopkins said 
"The Andrews boys (from the college) 
came in and out of our house just like the 
Segrave and Crandell boys (both local 
residents)." 

• Elsah friendships can last a long time. 
Betty Hopkins said that she has been 
friends with Nancy McDow, who still 
lives in Elsah, from the cradle on. Togeth- 
er they went to the Elsah School through 
8 th grade, then to Alton High School. 
Both attended college, but at different 
institutions. They still see one another 
frequently. 

"The Kindness of Strangers 
— Bread for Edward" 

Walter and Grace Cresswell's son, Edward Le- 
roy Cresswell (1919-1932), was diagnosed with 
juvenile diabetes at age 4. He was treated at 
Barnes Hospital in St. Louis with an early form 
of insulin. During this same period, the Cress- 
wells became interested in Christian Science. 
Even though they provided the best medical 
care and had a deep religious faith, their son 
died from diabetes. 

Like many loving parents and families, they 
took special care to give the child what he 
needed in practical ways. Linda Schultz, 
granddaughter of Walter and Grace Cress- 
well, told this story about how the Cresswells 
obtained bread for Edward that was suitable 
for those with diabetes. She brings to this 
story not only her family connection, but her 
professional background. She is an Assistant 
Professor of Nursing at Maryville University 
in St. Louis. She has a B.S., Northern Illinois 
University; M.S.N., Ph.D., University of Wis- 



consin-Milwaukee. This is what she said about 
people who helped one another during the 
early part of the 20 th century. 

". . . when there is a child that is severely ill. . . 
Well, today, it (diabetes) is just a chronic 
disease and you treat it and move on. But 
at that time, this was huge, huge, huge. 

My grandmother s sister lived in St. Louis. 
And, there was a bakery that made bread 
for individuals with diabetes. You could 
not get the bread anywhere over here (near 
Elsah). So, she would get up early in the 
morning, that was Aunt Dolly, she would 
purchase a loaf of bread and then give it to 
Uncle Cliff who worked near the downtown 
trolley station. He would take the bread 
downtown and give it to some unknown 
person who would take it on a bus to the 
train. And the interurban train would go 
across the River. These were all unknown 
people as far as we know. It could be that 
on the interurban to Elsah, the Dinky, it 
was Dewey McDow (a long time Elsah 
resident and family friend) who received 
it. But, people helped you out. Grandpa 
would pick up the bread. And, without fail, 
they would get the bread. Once a week that 
bread would arrive so that Edward would 
have bread to eat. That fascinates me." 




Dinky with Dewey McDow from Village of Elsah Museum, 
donor: Nancy McDow 
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Mike Rhaesa, 

Stonemason 

In the 19 th century, when the Village of Elsah 
was settled by Europeans, being a stonemason 
was a common trade. Today Elsah is very for- 
tunate to have a village resident who has been 
a stonemason, too. He is Mike Rhaesa. Mike 
and his wife, Danne, own Flint Hills Mason- 
ry, which designs and builds stone structures. 
Mike and Danne moved to Elsah when Danne 
became an assistant professor of Studio Art at 
Principia College. A few years later, Mike ob- 
tained a master's degree in biology at Southern 
Illinois University, Edwardsville (SIUE). He 
has taught at SIUE and now teaches in East St. 
Louis. He is also a contractor for projects that 
use native water plants. 

Mike is the stonemason for the Ice House 
Ruin project. Historic Elsah Foundation, own- 
er of the property, feels very fortunate to have 
the services of such a skilled and knowledge- 
able workman. Phase One of the Ice House 
project began this summer. 

I asked Mike to write a few paragraphs about 
his work on the Ice House. I wanted him to 
tell us about the mortar that he is using, the 
color he chose and why. Additionally, I wanted 
a comment on the Ice Houses stone and the 
strength of the mortar. In fairness, much more 
can be said and HEF will cover other aspects of 
building with stone in the future. 

There was once a stone basement beneath 
the Ice House. Over time, several of the 
basement walls collapsed, and the basement 
was filled in. The remaining basement walls 
support the above ground walls, and due to 
pressure from floods, all walls have shifted 
dramatically. The original lime mortar has 
disintegrated within the walls, but the exte- 
rior tuck-pointing mortar is still good. 



Because the walls are out of plumb, there 
was a fear that the walls might fall down. 
To relieve stress, I removed the stones from 
the top three or four feet of all walls. In 
addition, I raised the wall on the river side 
an additional three feet; this helped stabilize 
the corner walls. I am currently placing a 
mortar cap on the top of the walls; this is in 
an attempt to keep water from entering the 
walls and busting them out. Tuck-pointing 
is also in progress. 




Mike Rhaesa working on Ice House ruin 



The stones on the ice house are hard and 
without cracks. Because the stones are hard, 
I am using a Type S Masonry. To match the 
existing mortar, I use a commercially avail- 
able dark buff coloring with an appropriate 
quantity applied during the tuck-pointing. 
After I've finished my mortar joint I throw 
on a small hand full of chat (small gravel), 
and work the chat into the mortar with a 
sponge or tuck-pointer to match the appear- 
ance in the original work. The stones are 
typical of Elsah, and probably came from 
the Elsah quarry. 




Elizabeth Miller, Jerri Darr (Historic Elsah Foundation) and Cy 
Bunting (Contractor), June 2013. Near the Ice House Ruin 
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Conversations Among Elsah Buildings 



By Robert M. Craig, Professor Emeritus at Georgia Tech 



Local vernacular is often considered fully 
skilled but "uneducated." When not evolving 
building form or practice from "memories 
of our fathers," vernacular builders often ob- 
served or recalled [and adopted] images of 
building form, materials usage, or construction 
methods from contemporary or earlier work 
elsewhere. In the 1930s, so called suburban 
"period houses" mixed materials in a way 
not unlike the Cresswell house (or Simpson 
House, 16 LaSalle, chimney). The latter I often 
wondered about as potentially related to Buck 
Houses impressionistic chimney, because the 
materials mix is not a matter of a clean transi- 
tional line (where one material stops and an- 
other starts). Instead, both Buck chimney top 
and the 16 LaSalle chimney top graduate mate- 
rials from stone to brick. The implication is an 
ad-hoc repair — repairing a chimney top with 
whatever materials are at hand, a little stone, 
a little brick. The problem is, I don't know the 
date of the 16 LaSalle chimney top work, or 
indeed whether it is original to the rest of the 
house or an actual repair. That, of course, is 
the point. 

The Cresswell door is typical of "period" 
1930s work. A 1930s suburban house builder 
might build a brick house, but turn to stone 
for the front door surround, or for a garden 
gateway arch. One often sees the latter use 
when the front face of the house, at one end, 
is extended beyond the footprint of the house 
to become an attached arch over the drive- 
way, or more typically a smaller garden gate, 
but built in a different material than the main 
house. [The builder extends the plane of the 
house facade only, and gives the impression the 
whole house is wider] . It adds to the domestic 



architecture's picturesqueness. Examples are 
found nationally [the Morningside district of 
Atlanta is closest at hand for me here] — in St. 
Louis, there are streetscapes of such variegated, 
mixed-masonry, '30s [+/-] period houses along 
a stretch of the road [Riverview Blvd] heading 
toward 1-70, when one drives from Elsah to 
midtown or downtown St. Louis. 

Maybeck executed Rackham's door and win- 
dow surrounds with more crudely mortared 
brick and stone and softer transition; Cress- 
well's doorsurround employs larger stone 
blocks than more typically evidenced in other 
"period houses." Indeed, Cresswell's porch is 
"in your face" with variation in natural stone 
colors, delightfully large, with what Maybeck 
might well have visu- 
alized as an anthropo- 
morphic "face" of two 
eyes and nose in 
red stone. 




Simpson House (16 LaSalle) chimney 
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Maybeck's Roos house balcony [in San Fran- 
cisco] plays similar games with the pun archi- 
tectural face/facade. The form of those two 
Cresswell eyes, opening porch vents, is also 
interesting: they inadvertently suggest a shal- 
low arch-shaped lintel in much the way Anglo 
Saxon builders carved out the bottom of door 
lintels in England pre- 1000. I'm not suggesting 
Cresswell had visited Venable Bede's monas- 
tery at St Paul's Jarrow in Yorkshire where one 
can see such Anglo Saxon arched lintels, but it 
is reminiscent! 

That, of course, becomes the danger in seeing 
too much in any motif or materials use. On 
the other hand, along the Elsah street, in con- 
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trast to more monochrome stone houses in 
the village, Cresswell's "vernacular" house is 
made a bit less simple, perhaps, by the panache 
of contemporary 1930s styling on the porch, 
or by materials combinations also observed in 
the work of a famous architect. As Jane Pfeif- 
er's article shows, we know the architect and 
the mason met, and talked, and developed a 
mutual appreciation of each other's talents. 
Maybeck sought an artisan's skill and spirit of 
handiwork in the college buildings, and where 
better to find it expressed than in the village 
of Elsah. If "vernacular" implies a language, 
then there have been interesting conversations 
among the buildings in and above the village of 
Elsah. 
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New Board members 

Sally Bown, Jonathan Hosmer and Mark 
Young are new members on the Historic El- 
sah Foundation Board as of May, 2013. We are 
grateful for the skills each brings to the work of 
the Board. 

Hosmer Williams Lecture Series, sponsored 
by Liberty Bank of Godfrey, IL. 

This spring we had three lectures, Chuck 
Szweda, owner of Supreme Green, Esley Ham- 
ilton, St. Louis County Historian, and Alicia 
Scott, descendant of a person who survived the 
Sultana Disaster of 1865. 

Additional lectures this fall, both at Farley's, 
include: 

• Thursday, October 17 , 7:30 pm, Tim 
Tomlinson, Associate Director Emeritus, 
Morris Arboretum of University of Penn- 
sylvania, on "The Du Ponts and Gardens." 

• Thursday, November 14, 7:30 pm, 
John Williams, Associate Professor, Po- 



litical Science, Asian Studies, Principia 
College, on "Upton, Downton: Social 
Class in Elsah Village of Long Ago" 

We thank Liberty Bank for their support of 
our lecture series in both 2012 and 2013. 

Home for the Holidays 

Historic Elsah Foundation's annual Home 
for the Holidays will be held on Saturday af- 
ternoon, December 7, 2013. The tour ticket 
includes a house tour, carriage rides and enter- 
tainment. A fixed price lunch will be available 
at Farley's Music Hall by our new restaurant, 
The Cultured Table Bistro. Advance tour tick- 
ets using PayPal are available through our web- 
site, www.historicelsah.org/holiday.htm. Local 
venues, including Alton Visitors' Bureau, will 
have tickets for advance purchase. Tickets will 
also be available the day of the event, but will 
be limited. Advance tickets are $15; tickets on 
the day of the event are $18. This is our main 
fund raising event for this year. 
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Facebook 

Historic Elsah Foundation has joined social 
media! We are now on Facebook. We hope 
you will "like" us the next time you are 
on Facebook. You will learn of upcoming 
events and we will get to know one another 
better. Jon Hosmer, a new Board member, 
has brought us one more step into the digital 
world. 

www.facebook.com/historicelsah 

Contra Dancing Once a Month. 

We continue to support our local contra 
dance night once a month, the second Saturday 
of the month from 7 pm to 10 pm. Mark and 
Susan Young have been the organizers. There 
is live music, a caller, and refreshments for a 
modest fee. HEF provides Farley's Music Hall 
for no charge in order to support this commu- 
nity event. There is a voluntary donation to 
HEF from the dancers. 

Lincoln Funeral Coalition project 

Abraham Lincoln is one of those significant 
historical persons that make us pause and re- 
flect on our history. His figure towers over the 
19th century historical landscape. In 2015, the 
150th anniversary of his assassination, a funer- 
al train will leave Washington, D.C, replicating 
the long journey back to Springfield, Illinois, 
carrying Lincoln home. 

HEF has joined with the Chautauqua 
Historical Society and the Grafton Historical 
Society as sponsors of this project — 
the Lincoln Funeral Coalition. We have 
volunteered to provide a replica of Lincoln's 
coffin for the event. A committee is working 
with Grafton wood craftsman Richard 
Mosby to that end, with our own archivists 
and historians, and with staff of the Lincoln 
Presidential Library. You can learn more about 
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this project at HEF's Facebook page, and at 
www.the2015lincolnfuneraltrain.com and 
www.lincolnfuneraltrain.org. 

Wooly Mammoth 

Principia College closed the wooly mammoth 
excavation site in 2012. On May 1, 2013, a cer- 
emony was held to celebrate the site's discovery 
and excavation. The Percival Robertson Geol- 
ogy Museum Fund, used in part to support the 
excavation, is recognized by a commemorative 
bench at the site. 

Dr. Percival Robertson was a long-time res- 
ident of Elsah, having moved here in 1935. 
Even before that, he visited Elsah from at least 
1918 with his geology classes. He wrote an 
HEF booklet, still available, titled The Great 
River Master Sculptor , on the geology of the 
bluffs. It is available in print from Historic El- 
sah Foundation, and online at 
archive.org/details/greatrivermasterOOrobe. 

The following picture shows some of the 
Robertson family at the ceremony with Janice 
Treworgy, Chair of the Principia College Geol- 
ogy Department. 




Principia College Mammouth Site and Bench. Standing: 
SaraJane Robertson, Nolen Robertson Provenzano, James 
Robertson. Seated: Janice Treworgy, Amy Joyce Robertson 
Carre with her son, Xavier 
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Ada Semple Ames Turner Diaries 

We received a note from Nancy Grossman. 
In 1994, she purchased the Ada Semple Ames 
Turner diaries at the Marion Ames Turner es- 
tate sale. Marion Ames Turner was the daugh- 
ter of Ada Semple Ames Turner. 

Shortly after Grossman obtained the diaries, 
she visited Elsah. Members of Historic Elsah 
Foundation served a lunch to Grossman at 
Eliestoun House, the Turner family summer 
home first occupied in 1890. Principia College 
allowed us the use of the house for this special 
occasion so that Grossman could experience 
and see how the Turners lived. We discussed 
the Turner and Semple families. 

This is the latest status of the diaries: 

Hello, Elsah! It's been forever, but maybe 
some of you remember a visit I made to 
Elsah in 1994 - 1 cant believe it's been that 
long. I purchased a box of diaries at auc- 
tion that turned out were written by Ada 
Semple Ames Turner, and came to St. Louis 
and Elsah to do some research and satisfy 
my curiosity. So much has happened since. 
While in St. Louis, I happened to buy a 
book called The Streetnames of St. Louis - 
which led several years later to my writing 
The Placenames of Portsmouth, which my 
husband and I self-published. Which led 
us to opening a publishing business to help 
other authors through the maze of self-pub- 
lishing their own books. All the while, Ada 
sat most patiently on what was becoming 
a very crowded back burner. A friend who 
read some of the material recently suggested 
I forget about publishing a book and simply 
create a blogfor Ada, and so I have. She can 
be found at http:l I adasempleamesturner. 
blogspot.com/. 



Village of Elsah Museum 

The Village of Elsah and Historic Elsah Foun- 
dation cooperate to provide the Village of El- 
sah Museum at 26 LaSalle Street in the Village 
Hall building. The Village of Elsah owns and 
maintains the building and some of the ex- 
hibits. Historic Elsah Foundation owns some 
of the collections. Members from both orga- 
nizations serve as volunteers. The Village of 
Elsah provides in a maintenance budget for the 
Museum and pays for a host in the Museum 
on Saturday and Sunday. Donations and fund 
raising have been used for enhancement of the 
exhibits and our annual photography exhibit. 

Edgar F. Hansell of DesMoines Iowa has 
made a donation to Historic Elsah Foundation 
for use in the Village of Elsah Museum. Mr. 
Hansell has long and deep connections with 
Elsah. He is a Life Member of Historic Elsah 
Foundation. Twelve (12) arrowheads ranging 
in size from almost two (2) inches to less than 
Vi inch were donated. They were collected on 




Arrowheads donated by Edgar F. Hansell 

J.M. Segraves' farm by William Edgar Segraves, 
who died in 1939. Since 1939, they have been 
in the possession of various family members. 
This donation by Edgar F. Hansell, a relative 
of Segraves, represents only part of the arrow- 
heads collected by William Edgar Segraves. 

We are seeking a more complete description 
for use in the Museum display. 
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Join and Donate to Historic Elsah Founda- 
tion 

We welcome members to Historic Elsah 
Foundation at any time. Our newsletter is 
generally the reminder to renew, but you do 
not have to wait for a newsletter! Come to our 
events, use Farley's Music Hall for your private 
party, and visit us often. 

Large or small donations are always welcome. 
Farley's Music Hall capital maintenance and 
the Ice House stabilization projects are spe- 
cial needs at this time. The Ice House is seen 
as a potential site for educational information 
about historic preservation in Elsah. 

The purposes of Historic Elsah Foundation as 
stated in the articles of Incorporation (1971) 
are: 

". . . the preservation and enhancement of the 
historic buildings, architecture and culture 
of the Village of Elsah, Illinois, and the 
establishment of an education program to 
inform the general public of the historical 
and the educational values of the Village." 
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Donations Received in Honor and Memory 
Gil Ives 

Pfeifer, Jane and David 

Keith Smith 

Smith, Blair And Doris 
Wright, Edward T. 
Wright, Edward Jr. 
Wright, Susan 

James Schmidt 

Bockley, Paul Wesley And Melanie W. 
Dyck, Jennifer 

Gallant, Michael C. And Claudia J. Burnett 
Miller, Anne D. And John A. 
Pfeifer, David and Jane 
Vinokour Jan L. 

Mary Tober 

Batz, Gretchen and Roger 
Pfeifer, Jane and David 

Spring Flooding 

On the anniversary of the 1993 Flood, the 
largest Mississippi flood in our area, we are 
thankful to have only experienced inconve- 
nience, but no major flooding. Historic Elsah 
Foundation thanks the owners of Riverview, 
Great Rivers Land Trust, for their diligence in 
pumping and in building sand barriers to keep 
water out of the first floor of Riverview. 



Memberships for 2013 

Patron: $25 to $99 

Supporter: $100 to $249 

Founders' Circle: $250 and above 
James Semple Business Associate: $100 

For memberships, donations and letters 

US Postal address: PO Box 1 17 

Elsah, IL 62028 

Email: historicelsah@gmail.com 
Website: www.historicelsah.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/historicelsah/ 
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Paul O. Williams, Elsah History, issue # 3, second quarter, 1972, Elsah, IL: Historic Elsah Foundation, page 3. 

" Elsah History, issues 53, 1987 and 43, 1988, Elsah, IL: Historic Elsah Foundation, from the articles about Riverview House when it was run by Cather- 
ine Cresswell. 

■ Robert Craig, Bernard Maybeck at Principia College, the Art and Craft of Building , Salt Lake City, Utah: Gibbs Smith, 2004, page 190. 

iv First Church of Christ Scientist, Elsah, IL, minutes of meetings, November 8, 1937, May 29, 1939, May 27, 1940 and December 16, 1942, courtesy of 
the Clerk, Doug Brown, September 2013. 

v Jane Pfeifer, Elsah History, issue # 102, 2012, Elsah, IL: Historic Elsah Foundation, page 7. 
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Historic Elsah Foundation 

Thanks 

Our Members 

and 

Our 2013 Underwriters 

Jersey State Bank, Jerseyville, IL 
Underwriter 

Grafton Technologies, Inc., Jerseyville, IL 
Underwriter 

CNB Bank & Trust, Jerseyville, IL 
Underwriter 

Liberty Bank, Godfrey, Illinois 
Underwriter of the 
Hosmer Williams Lecture Series 2012 and 2013 

and 

Home for the Holidays Volunteers 

2012 Home for the Holidays was a great event in every way. 
We thank our 2012 sponsors, the home owners, entertainers, volunteers, the organizing 
committee, and the leadership of Cindy and Steve Ira. 

We look forward to 2013 Home for the Holidays on 
Saturday, December 7, 2013 from 1 pm to 5 pm. 




Left to right: Jim Hostler (House Tour #119); Bradley gate (House Tour #102; carriage (House Tour #41). The images 
above are by Cindy Ira. 



